
Vectric’s VCarve Pro program offers a very powerful, but 
exceptionally easy to use, solution for people wanting to 
create toolpaths (the instructions for the CNC machine to 
follow) for a very wide variety of CNC machines. These 
toolpaths can be generated from existing designs created 
in other CAD packages or by designing from scratch in 
VCarve Pro. However, investing in toolpathing software 
forfor people who don’t own their own CNC machine can be 
prohibitively expensive. You can use the standard 
software installed at the Makerspace but often this is 
awkward as it restricts the time that can be spent on 
design and toolpath creation and limits other members 
access to those computers. 

The Makerspace edition of VCarve Pro is designed to 
address these issues by allowing Makerspace members to 
work on their projects at home on their own computer using 
the FREE Makerspace Client edition of VCarve Pro. The 
Makerspace Client edition will allow users to design from 
scratch or import their data from other packages and 
includes the ability to both generate and simulate 
toolpathtoolpaths, however it will not save these in a format that 
can be understood by the CNC machine. To complete this 
last step though the user can then bring the VCarve Pro 
files from the Client edition into the Makerspace and save 
their toolpaths to cut on the Makerspace’s CNC machine 
using the Makerspace edition of VCarve Pro licenced and 
installed at that location. 

Vectric produce software used to design and 
create toolpaths for a huge variety of CNC 
machines. We already have many hundreds of 
customers in Makerspaces, Hackerspaces and 
FabLabs all over the world using our software on 
a daily basis as well as tens of thousands of 
companies and hobbyists using the software on 
theirtheir own premises. Over the years we have 
received a number of inquiries from Makerspaces 
asking if we had any solutions more suitable for 
their unique usage scenarios. Most were looking 
for a design and toolpathing solution which would 
allow their members to work on their designs at 
home, on their own computers and then bring their 
filesfiles into the Makerspace to cut on the CNC 
machines at the Makerspace.

The Makerspace Edition of VCarve Pro is 
designed to address these requirements. This 
document provides a detailed description of the 
Makerspace Edition, how the license works and 
the requirements for Makerspaces who want to 
join the program.

Introduction

VCarve Pro - Makerspace Edition

“So far the MakerSpace Edition has been great! I have 
had the program running for about a month, and my 
members love it, they can practice at home without 
feeling the pressure of working on the shop computer. 

The MakerSpace Edition is a resounding success, and 
has made me look good for implementing it!”

Andy Romes - The Village Workshop 
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Members will be able to bring their design files in and save 
their pre-calculated toolpaths ready to cut immediately on 
the Makerspaces CNC machine.

VVectric’s widely acclaimed and well proven online tutorials 
allow members to familiarize themselves with the design to 
toolpathing process in their own home at their own pace. 
Members will be productive more quickly and valuable time 
will be saved for the more experienced members when new 
members need coaching.

VVectric’s wide range of free projects for VCarve Pro will be 
accessible to members, allowing them to gain confidence by 
starting with extensively tested and popular examples. The 
Vectric Projects include full step-bystep instructions for all 
aspects of the projects creation including finishing techniques.

By standardizing the toolpathing pipelinBy standardizing the toolpathing pipeline, the Makerspace 
can establish guidelines for tooling, materials and cutting 
parameters which are appropriate to their CNC machine and 
facilities. These guidelines can help enormously with getting 
new members up to speed quickly and safely while 
minimizing the potential for damage to the Makerspace’s 
machine or tooling through beginners choosing inappropriate 
paparameters.

By allowing members to work on their designs at home, the 
demand on facilities at the Makerspace is reduced, allowing 
better utilization of the CNC machine for the benefit of all 
the members. 

The powerful visual simulation features in the Vectric software 
minimize mistakes at the machine, allowing common errors to 
be avoided, saving on wasted material, broken tooling and 
even damage to the CNC machine itself.

RRecruiting new members is made easier by being able to 
show a simple and free solution that the prospective member 
will be able to easily use to create impressive projects on the 
Makerspace CNC. The ability to customize many of the free 
Vectric projects is a simple but powerful promotional 
message, motivating new members by allowing them to easily 
create unique variations of standard projects of direct 
interest to themselinterest to themselves, building their confidence to progress to 
their own unique designs as their skills develop. 

Advantages for the Makerspace

The VCarve Pro Makerspace edition software 
has been very useful for us  as it has allowed us 
to provide a unified interface to help our 
members design and then prepare those 
designs to be engraved or cut using the CNC. 
We love that there are so many different ways 
that the software helps turn our ideas into real 
lilife, it follows our ideal of "Think it, Make it".

- Evaristo "Roo" Ramos, Jr. – Proto 
MakerSpace (Houston, TX)  

www.vectric.com



Additional Important Information

It is essential that interested Makerspaces have tested their CNC machine/s to ensure compatibility with the Trial 
Version of VCarve Pro before they apply for the program. Any Makerspace successfully applying for the 
Makerspace edition will need to nominate a main contact who is going to be the administrator for their Vectric 
Portal Account and then up to three additional contacts for support.

The Makerspace will be responsible for direct support of their members in using the Makerspace Client Edition.

EaEach individual Makerspace location would need to purchase a separate license of the Makerspace Edition.

This program is only open to Makerspaces who allow general public membership, not for those located within 
corporations that are only open to employees of the company.

Makerspaces interested in joining this scheme should complete the application form on the Makerspace Edition 
webpage - www.vectric.com/makerspace.html

“We are using the MakerSpace Edition quite a bit. I am 
now teaching the third class with it. I had to expand the 
class time because of all the new features. The members 
who are new to the Shopbot, as well as some that have 
been using it for a while really like that they can design at 
home.” 

- John Haggarty – NextFab  (Philadelphia, PA)

The license agreement for the Makerspace edition only allows licensed makerspace users to load files from the 
Makerspace Client edition for cutting on CNC machines at the licensed makerspace, it is expressly forbidden to 
generate toolpaths from a Makerspace Client file for use on CNC machines not present at the Makerspace 
premises. The Makerspace edition of the software must only be installed at the Makerspace location. If these
conditions are violated, the VCarve Pro Makerspace license will be revoked.

TheThe Makerspace edition will be licensed on an annual basis for a fee of $99 per year for qualifying 
Makerspaces. This license fee will entitle the Makerspace to install the software on up to 5 machine located at the 
Makerspace and all upgrades to the software are free during the 12 month period. We have adopted this license 
model to ensure that we can keep the Makerspace software up to date at all times to ensure compatibility with 
the Makerspace Client Edition. We believe this price point is a good balance that should be affordable for almost 
all Makerspaces with a CNC machine while still helping to cover the costs of the backend servers and processes 
required in administrequired in administrating the scheme at Vectric.

Licensing
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Why is Vectric doing this?

AsAs a company we believe that everyone loves 
making things. We are particularly passionate 
about the use of CNC machines as part of the 
making process and believe that Makerspaces are 
an inspiring part of the path to getting more people 
making things. We love encouraging the use of CNC 
machines by people on their making journey, and we 
beliebelieve that simplifying the use of CNC machines by 
Makerspaces will help us achieve this goal.

We are enthusiastic makers ourselves, with our own little 
Makerspace – Vectric Labs - used by a large 
proportion of our staff. We have learnt an enormous 
amount from our first-hand experience of using the 
software ourselves and feedback from customers has a 
massive impact on our development directions. We 
regularly travel to the Maker Faires and these visits are 
huhugely inspirational and motivational. Working directly 
with Makerspaces alongside our existing customers will 
extend this input throughout the year.

We are also proud of our products and our customer’s 
reaction to them. We believe that if makers graduate to 
owning their own CNC machines, Vectric’s software will be 
an ideal companion for them. We rely on our free trial 
versions to demonstrate both the ease of use and power of 
our products, letting users test these claims before buying the 
software.

www.vectric.com/makerspace.html
How to Apply?

How does the Makerspace Program Work?

WhenWhen a Makerspace receives a copy of VCarve Pro Makerspace Edition and the 
associated license, it must install the software on computers (up to 5) at the 
Makerspace which must have access to the internet. When a member opens a file 
which they have been working on within the Makerspace Client edition of the 
software on their own computer, VCarve Pro Maker Edition will contact a web server 
run by Vectric to get permission to open the file. When permission is received, the file 
will open as though it was written by any normal version of VCarve Pro; from there 
ththey will be able to save their toolpaths to run on the CNC at the Makerspace.

“I feel like there are some people that are normally scared 
by technology, but by having the comfort to experiment 
and learn on their own, they are now hooked! If they ever 
buy their own machine, VCarve will be their first thought.” 

- Andy Romes - The Village Workshop (Northville, MI) 
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Creating files for a Makerspace Client Version of VCarve Pro

If you are a member of a Makerspace which has a license for 
VCarve Pro - Makerspace Edition you need to follow these steps.

1.Obtain a ‘MakerspaceID’, which is like a Wi-Fi access code from your Makerspace. This is displayed in the ‘Help – About’ box of the VCarve Pro MAKER Edition installed at your Makerspace. 

The ‘Copy to Clipboard’ option allows you to easily save the MakerspaceID to an email, text file etc.

2.Download the free Trial edition of VCarve Pro from Vectric.com and install it on your computer(s) at home. 

To allow the files you create with the Trial edition to be used at your Makerspace (or shared with other users 
of your Makerspace for collaborative projects), go to ‘Help – About’ on your Trial edition, press the ‘Enter 
Makerspace ID’ button on the dialog and enter the ‘MakerspaceID’ for your Makerspace in the dialog 
which pops up.

3.

That’s it! When you restart the trial version it will identify itself as the Makerspace Client edition and files you 
create in your Makerspace Client edition can now be opened at your Makerspace and the toolpaths saved for 
the CNC machine. You can work with your files on your desktop, laptop etc. as long as you enter the same 
MakerspaceID into the Trial version on each of your computers. You can also share files you create or edit with 
other members of your Makerspace. If you want to send a file to another person who is not a member of your 
Makerspace then you would need to save the file from the VCarve Pro Makerspace Edition installed at your 

Makerspace to allow them to open it.
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